
Dear Parents

EXCITING HOMEWORK NEWS

Children in year 3 to Year 6, plus a small group in Year 2, will be bringing home a letter all about Education City, which is an on-line learning resource.  They will also bring home a City Pass with their individual log-in information.  They need to  keep this safe to enable them to access the program.  Should you have any queries about this, please direct them all to the class teachers, not to the school office.  Initially there may be some problems with how a few of the children’s names have been spelt, but these will be rectified as quickly as possible.
To enable all children to benefit from the program, we shall be offering an in-school club after school for those without Internet access.  If you are interested in this please send back the slip at the bottom of the letter so we can see how many need this.

ST NICHOLAS IN THE NEWS

You may have seen year 6 and their Rainforest Venture in the local paper.  Year 6 are working with the Prince’s Rainforest Trust Project to raise awareness of the plight of the world’s rainforests and the effects of this on global warming. They have undertaken to spread the message in our local community.  Look out in the near future for some of their vibrant displays in various places around the area.

St Nicholas also features in the London Diocesan Newsletter that promotes and celebrates happenings in the Diocesan schools.  There is a report and some pictures of the Mikado production.

YEAR 6 – again…..

Life is never dull in Year 6.  It’s an action packed year.  They have recently attended the Junior Citizen event where they experience a variety of challenging and potentially life threatening scenarios.  The local Fire, Police, Ambulance, School Nurse and other services run this stimulating event for Year 6s across the Borough.

I know the children always learn a huge amount from the day, which tests their knowledge and reactions to emergency situations and gives them strategies of such events.  We had immensely positive feedback from the organisers about the mature approach of the children, with several children being singled out for their particular response to a Stranger Danger scenario.
MORE ACTIVE LEARING…..

Year 3 had an excellent visit to the Lookout Centre last week, gaining experience of hands-on Science investigations.   Year 5 are off to Hampton Court to discover more about the Tudors on Monday and yes, Year 6 are out and about again next week to Preston Manor to learn about day to day life in a Victorian household.
SETTLING IN THE SCHOOL FAMILY

All our Reception children are now in school and settling in beautifully.  It was good to see Reception class parents at their Class Meeting last night.

A new system for encouraging friendship and good relationships between the year groups has started this year, with Year 6 spending a regular, short session reading or sharing activities with Year 3.  A similar one will start shortly with Year 2 children linking up with Year R.

PLAYTIMES

As well as enjoying the new coloured surfaces in the Oak Tree Area, the children enjoy using their playground equipment at playtimes.  The equipment ‘loan’ system introduced into the Junior playground last term and run by the children, has continued to be a great success.   The children have lots of items to borrow and the system of exchanging an individual bracelet for a piece of equipment means that it gets returned safely and in good condition.  On the rare occasions that a child might lose or damage equipment, either deliberately, or several times, a letter would come home requesting some payment towards replacing a lost/damaged item.

IINTRUDERS IN THE PLAYGROUND
The mention in last week’s newsletter of older young people coming into the school grounds, in out-of-school hours and causing damage, has generated considerable discussion and feedback.

The Year 2 children’s posters in the playground are powerful messages to these visitors and seem to have had some positive effect.   I am also in liaison with Peter Rodin, the Head at Thamesmead.  I would be very grateful if parents with older children could talk through the issues and the difficulties of St Nicholas School having such intruders.   If you are using Black Ditch footpath with your families, you might also be able to monitor and let me know of anything amiss.   

Also, the fact that we do have these uninvited guests, makes it even more important that bikes and scooters are not left in the bike sheds over night as these are particularly vulnerable to, at best, damage and at worst, disappearing altogether.

NATIONAL BOOK WEEK    is next week.  There will be a particular focus on reading for enjoyment as well as for learning and Thursday will be a Poetry Day.  The popular Scholastic Book Fair will be back in school after half term during Parent/Teacher Consultation Week  - week beginning 9th November.
CLASS ASSEMBLY

Parents of children in Class 4T are invited to join them at their assembly tomorrow at 10.00am  

HARVEST
At the Junior classes’ Harvest Celebration to be held next Thursday 8th October, we will be pleased to accept gifts on behalf of ‘The Upper Room Project’ for homeless people in London, a charity that is supported by St Nicholas Church.  This year they are particularly asking for tins of soup and/or pairs of new men’s socks. 

SCHOOL PHOTOS

We will be arranging for the photo orders to be collected on Wednesday 14th October, so please make sure they are returned to school well before this date.   Any late orders will have to be sent off at parents’ own expense.

‘NUTS’

A reminder please to avoid putting anything containing nuts (including coconut) in packed lunches from home.   We have a number of children across the school who suffer a severe allergic reaction to such foods.  

LEARNING TO PLAY THE FIFE 

Mrs Wells has asked us to remind parents of children in Years 2 and 3 who were selected to receive a letter about learning to play a Fife, that replies are due by tomorrow (2nd October) please.

PTA NEWS

‘101 CLUB’ – SPONSORED BY BAZELY & CO ESTATE AGENTS

The lucky winners for September are:  Sara Davies – 1st, Sheila Coxall, - 2nd  and Tish Green – 3rd.   If you have recently received a reminder to renew your ownership of numbers, please remember to send in your payment.  Also, if you would like the join The Club, numbers are available up to March next year.  Ask at the office for more details.
THIS TERM’S DATES 

	DATE
	EVENT
	NOTE

	4th October

5th October

7th October

7th October

8th October

8th October

21st October

22nd October

23rd October

26th – 30th October

2nd  November
Week beg. 9th Nov.

	Harvest service at St Nicholas Church – 9.30 & 11.15am
Year 5 to Hampton Court

Year 6 to Preston Manor – 1st group

Years 1 & 2 to Harvest Church Service

Year 6 to Preston Manor – 2nd group

7.00pm Parent Teacher Association (PTA) Annual General Meeting

Year 4 to Fishbourne Roman Palace

Closing date for Applications for School Places in Sept. 2010

Closing date for Secondary applications

Half Term

In-Service Training Day

Parent/Teacher Consultations
	Letters sent home

Letters sent home
Letters sent home

Letters sent home
Invitation to follow

Letters sent home

Finish normal time on 23rd October

Children do not attend school
Invites to follow
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